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From the President  . . . . .

As we head into another Holiday Season, I want to express my gratitude to all who have contributed time, energy or resources to the efforts of The Friends of Winter Pond (FWP).  Our mission to protect and preserve this important natural resource in our community was served by activities whose objectives were environmental, educational and recreational.  


The year began with the primary focus on convincing the Conservation Commission to adopt our Pond Treatment plan to address overgrowth of acquatic vegetation.  After much deliberation and revision, the plan was approved and the first treatments began during the summer.  Thanks to the effort of State Representative Paul Casey, Winchester received its second grant of funds designated for the aquatic weed control of Winter Pond.  Our thanks also to Paul Mahoney and Mahoney’s Rocky Ledge Farm who once again generously donated to us a percentage of sales from Winter Pond Day at Mahoneys.  


On the outreach and recreational side, FWP again had a booth at Town Day.  A summer Regatta, hosted by Peter and Amy Durlach was a well-attended social gathering.


The Second Annual John Clarke Memorial Lecture, named in honor of FWP’s former treasurer and long-standing member, was presented at the Winchester Public Library in October.  Jim Straub, Director of the Department of Conservation and Recreation spoke on the “Problems with Urban Ponds” and local poet Moira Linehan Ounjian delighted the audience with readings of poems set on Winter Pond.


As we look forward to the coming year, out main focus will be directed towards the study and implementation of effective filtration of the storm drains which empty into Winter Pond.  Significantly limiting the amount of pollutants and plant nutrients from entering the pond by inroducing a filtering system will be a major step toward improving the health of Winter Pond.


I thank you for your support and wish you the best of the Holiday season.

 








- Bob Joy

Poetry Readings

At the Second John Clarke Memorial Lecture Moira Linehan Ounjian read two of her poems inspired by Winter Pond. We are delighted that she has given us permission to reproduce them here. Moira has lived on Winter Pond for 28 years. Her first collection of poetry, IF NO MOON, was published earlier this year by Southern Illinois University Press. It won the 2006 Crab Orchard Series in Poetry Open Competition.  Copies of her book are available at Book Ends.

On Notice

Published in New Orleans Review, Vol. 30, No. 1, Spring 2004
By Moira Linehan

Gradually approaching along twilight’s long grade,

Right edge of the pond steeped in a tea-colored haze;

Elder statesman, taking all the time he wants

Arriving.  Ancient turtles, settled in the algae-

Thick muck.  Red fox, already trotted through.  Descending.

Broom-like legs sweeping the evening air behind his back.

Long steady wing beats bringing him in, so that his cry-

Ungainly as his attempts to fly back to where-

Ever he comes from-sets my teeth on edge.  That cry,

Hoarse and harsh.  More squawk than measure of any song.

(Even so, his solitary bent holds his wings back.)

Rabbinical that cry, from a country no longer

On the map.  Perhaps it never was.  But now serving

Notice: on my pond this arriving, still coming in.
Back Into Place Poem 

(from IF NO MOON book 
By Moira Linehan

Away all April, I can’t say how long

she sat there.  But for fourteen days in May,

the swan did not move, her massive white mound

nesting on the opposite shore, mornings

when I got up, throughout the day each time

I checked.  The male stayed close, circling, feeding
off plants below the pond’s surface.  Cygnets

take to the water right away, her two—
day one—dingy puffs swimming behind her

as she hugged the far shore.  By the time they reached

my side of the pond, their small bodies had form,

necks already regal and long.  Water,

you could say, was their element.  Not so the air.

At least, not yet.  But I’m getting ahead of my story.  

Had I known the young would not fly till late September,

I could have traveled with more

ease those times I was away this summer—

not far, not long—yet not wanting to miss

that first lift off this pond, the young still gray-brown

but close to full grown by mid-summer.  

The mother never left their sides.  The father

 patrolled in front, keeping the geese away  

so it’s not clear how one came not to be here 

one August day.  A snapping turtle, guessed my neighbor

to close that part of the story.  Then for weeks 

little else changed.  The cygnet’s grayish tone paled.

It never turned white.  The days grew shorter.

Each day it did not fly made it that much

harder to go anywhere, though in the end 

I was here for its first moment in air—

not far, not long, more a wavering just inches 

above the pond, but, oh so clearly out

of the water.  Still, I would know that

only after the fact, this bird—right away, 

dropping back to the one place I had known

it to have, rearing up and up, wings spread


as it back-pedaled, then settled down,

folding, refolding wing over wing,

craning its neck around, nipping the wide

expanse on its back back, back into place.  

Storm Drain Project

An ad hoc Committee comprised of George Diller, Jeanne Joy, Judie Muggia and Amy Durlach has been named to study the storm drainage system feeding into Winter Pond and make a recommendation to FWP and to the Town on any effective filtration system.  The group will work in conjunction with the Town’s ongoing effort to study drainage in the Cambridge/Wildwood Streets/West.

From Baby Cygnets to Flying Lessons

By Judie Muggia



It has been such a pleasure watching the success of Mr. & Mrs. Swan hatching three chicks (in spite of heavy spring rains and nest flooding and the environmental inadvisability of encouraging too many!) and raising two of them to relative maturity. For many who actually live pond-side, it was fascinating to watch the parents teach their young to fly! Great wing beating, rising out of the water - all apparently an instructional show (no "tell" with Mute Swans one assumes!) as well as an apparent "chase the chick"? program, forcing at least one of them to lift off in a first try. With November here, the first freezes and winter clearly on the way, the parents realize that the survival of their family depends on their being able to fly a great enough distance to find open water! Let's hope it all works out for the best.
Water Lily Treatment Complete

by George Diller 

On Monday, October 29th, Aquatic Technologies employees completed the second water lily treatment and final inspection. Underwater masses which are visible in Little Winter Pond are filamentous algae, not vegetation. According to Dominic Meringolo of Aquatic Technologies the inspection concludes that treatment was successful. The rooted plants were controlled very well with the previous treatments. Overall, things looked great in both basins. (Big Winter and Little Winter) To complete the project for the 2007 season, the Year-End report will be delivered to the Conservation Commission in the November/December time frame. 
Middle School Research Projects
Stewardship in the Community is being studied by seventh graders who are members of Mrs. Jane Gehron's class at the McCall Middle School. Several students have selected Winter Pond as their subject. Among them are Jopus Grevelink, Corey Miller, Josh Clemson and Jake Biel. We look forward to receiving copies of their reports. Watch for them on the bulletin board at the public landing on Woodside Road.

An Opportunity for Service

to the Town of Winchester

Due to recent resignations, the Conservation Commission currently has two 

openings. Anyone interested in serving with this group may call the Town Manager's office for information. The current Commissioners are Stephen Parkhurst, Chairman, Edmund Baratta, Russell Mestechkin, Ian Phillips, Stephen Spiegelberg, and James Whitehead. Elaine Vreeland is the Executive Director

Selecting pictures or graphics is an important part of adding content to your newsletter.

Think about your article and ask yourself if the picture supports or enhances the message you’re trying to convey. Avoid selecting images that appear to be out of context.

Microsoft Publisher includes thousands of clip art images from which you can choose and import into your newsletter. There are also several tools you can use to draw shapes and symbols.

Once you have chosen an image, place it close to the article. Be sure to place the caption of the image near the image.
August Regatta – A Fun-Filled Event for All

Approximately 50 adults and 20 children attending the event on a beautiful August day.  As is the tradition, we spent the first few hours cleaning up the pond.  A dozen people pulled weeds and lily pads for a few hours and then stacked them on the boat landing on Woodside road for pickup by the DPW.  After cleaning up the pond, everyone joined together in the woods by the pond for the pot luck cookout.  Everyone who came thoroughly enjoyed seeing each other, catching up and watching the children enjoy the water.  Many members of the Friends of Winter Pond attneded as did other members in the Winchester Community.  Jason Lewis, State Representative, came with his family as did a representative of Win Cam who took great videos of the event.  Tom and Victoria Hopcroft, recent arrivals to the pond street area, joined us for the first time, Barbara and Dick Murphy brought their favorite Swan cake dessert, many of the FWP board members were there as well.  It as a great event and everyone enjoyed the summer evening by the pond.  

On Winter Pond

By Kate Reynolds

As a mother of three who spends much of her time shuttling children around from one activity to another I am reminded early in the morning and late at night how lucky we are to live near Winter Pond.  Each season offers us a new perspective, each morning a different sunrise, some evenings a tree glowing sunset.  

As our days are filled with school, work, chores, sports, arts, church and other community activities it’s nice to come home to Winter Pond where the kids can spend free time exploring and just having fun by the pond.  Whether they’re studying a frog, watching a heron in mid-flight, following a mother swan raise her cygnets, glimpsing an osprey diving for fish, a turtle laying her eggs or listening to a bullfrog in the summer, it’s a relaxing and fascinating place to be.  

My son mentioned to me the other day that the bufflehead birds were back and noticed that Winter Pond must be on their migrating route cause we see them in the Fall and Spring every year now.   That’s as good as a field trip to me.  In an age of real time media events, observing migrating patterns is real time science for kids !  The kids can paddle around in a canoe or kayak to discover more, sail in the summer or play pick up hockey with friends on the ice. 

 In many ways Winter Pond brings our community together, whether it’s chatting on the ice while the kids skate and toast marshmallows or watching the town day fireworks over the pond it’s a place to catch up with friends and family.  

Somehow amidst all the hustle and bustle of our busy lives I think what our children will remember most are the informal gatherings with friends and carefree times by the Pond.  I am grateful for these memories and am dedicated to helping keep the pond an environmentally healthy and safe place for all to enjoy for years to come. 

Thank You Benefactors

Paul Mahoney and his family have for years been one of Winchester’s prime benefactors.  This year the local Mahoney Garden Center contributed a large percentage of their sales on June 20, 2007 to the Friends of Winter Pond.  This sale was organized by Laura Mahoney Danaher, staffed by members of FWP and was the second year of this event.  It was very successful.  The Friends are very grateful for their remendous help.

Mildred Newell of Wickford Road is 95 years young and has lived in the neighborhood of Winter Pond since her teenage years.  She and her two younger brothers fully enjoyed the pond.  She writes: “…swimming off the Tutein point at Big Winter-.. the increase of bloodsuckers made us forego that fun-…un a rowboat we could go under the bridge-from Little to Big Winter-Pond lilies were the big attraction in my teens…ice-skating with Little Winter frozen first and then Big Winter.  Big bonfires to warm cold feet and hands.  When the ice froze to bumpy we coasted down the hill onto Little Winter”  Memories, happy memories, she writes as accompaniment to a very generous check for the Friends of Winter Pond.  We are very grateful for her support.

“Winchester Farms” Development

 at Pansy Patch Site

Kevin Duffy of Duffy Properties, LLC, writes that their 50 unit project continues to be before the Zoning Board of Appeals and the Conservation Commission.  They plan to infiltrate a significant amount of storm-water into the ground during most storm events.  This should result in recharging the aquifer that supplies Winter Pond.  He states “We have done our best to try to balance and minimize impacts to Winter Pond.”  The developers have agreed to install a deep sump catch basis to improve the run off from Cambridge Street.  In addition, they have agreed to eliminate a retaining wall behind the Pond St. units, and install a sloped embankment, perhaps with riprap, which could support vegetation.  

